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Snuffing the Promethean Flarbg Ethan J. Plante

Some myths exist to explain particular natural phenomena such as earthquakes, floods,
the seasons, or even life and death. Otinghs exist to explain the genesis of particular
ceremonies, such asode at théionysian celebrationsf AncientGreecgHarris and Platzner
42). At their core, myths from most cultures are embedded with information watomsidered
integralto survival. In the case of volcanic myths, the survival informadiogctly preserves
both theindividual and ommunity from gphysical existential threat. However, upon
examination many othenyths are encoded with survival infornaet whichreacts taan

existential threatthreat
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chastity,and passivityThe eponymous character of Sophocles’ play, Antigeranother prime
example of tk attitudeAncient GreekMyth (and society) cultivatemward fenmnine autonomy.

The relationship between Antigone and Creon is paradigmatic of a perennial struggle between

eqgalitarian and stratifiedatriarchalvalues, and their conflict ominously foreshadows the fall of

GreceRoman society

Anthropobgical research haslidified the argument that until the advent of agriculture
10,000 years ago, the peevilized hunter gatherer societies were egalita(fanest390) This
means that dutiesnd positions in societyere shared blgoth men and womesrd that women
in these societiesnjoyed a similar@onomy tomen. It was not until the agriculalrrevolution
that stratification became prevalent in society, and by its association witivipation, female
autonomy began to be demonized as corrosive and anakahigo(e, is an example of this
This shiftconcretized gender rolesgatingindelible associations between itihand the creation
(and preservatiomf civilization in its entirety. Antiquarian civilizatiors thus a fire spread from
the spark of the Promethean flame of a stratified patrianchigh is credited by Ancient Greece
as integral to societylhis ideological associatioestablishe$emale empowerment ascial
equalityasantithetical andleleteriougo civilization The weightof Antigone’s actions and
repercussions camly be properly analyzed and appreciatethin this context.

Antigone is a personification @galitarian valuew/hich are deemed anarchic (and
exemplar of theiassociation with femalautonomy) In her quest to honor her dead brother,
regardless of his choosing to fight against the rule of organized soci¢hettarone Creon
inherits(Sophocles29, 1933,) she places the egalitarian valfecommunitass primaryabove
the stratifiedpatriarchal value of preservation of the state (and it's ethnocembdel) Her

illegal pseudeburial of Polyneicess driven by the sense (dnda fidelity to) a larger
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community (the human raceheboundarie®f which cannot be drawn on a map. She also
utilizes an autonomfor whichwomen in Greek myth are classically punisk&ad upon which
egalitarian precivilizatioriunctioned) By this actionshe consciously chooses death to defend
her familial loyalty(a fate many heroines, and empowefi@dalecharactersre subjected tm
Greek myth. Thusly she aligns herself witlmn @assemblage of valudgbkat are antithetical to the
boundaries of the state, and also the fealty that is ideologically demanded by the patriarchy.
Antigone’shumanism is similarlyprimary in her refusal of hesisterlsemenes attempt to
sacrifice her life along with Antigongophocle¥43, 390) dthoughAntigonedoes deride
Isemene for her initial refusal to eschew the decree of the king. Her individual sacrifice is
motivated by the same communitakich drove egalitarian society. She is incapable of
considering herself above the needsiwianityandsees the preservation of her brothdegacy
by traditional burial rites asgpamounto her continued existence. At every turn she presents
herself as the antithesis of what Creon both demands and represents. She matches his rageful,
individualisticallusions to omnipotence, with salcrifice for the good of humanitgyer the
construct of the stateCreon seefntigone as a threat to his nascare and draws a direct
comparison between her and anarch{Smphocles36, 190197, 748, 541)

Conversely, King Creors a paragon of the dominant paradigm of Ancient Greek
stratified patriarchyMuch like Agamemnon ohe gods themselves, Creon is unrelenting in his
demandor subservience to his will. He declares in no uncertain terms that he is the state
(Sophocleg48, 549) and his heightened stratification mirrors the deification of the gods, driven
by a fear of death (which Antigone is alternatively empoweredivyhis regard h@aints
himself as an exenlpr of the patriarchy and recognizes that defiance of his decree represents a

defiance of the construct of society. Thusike Ancient Greek society itselie demonizes
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female autonomy and enforces its association with arsanchndthe erosion of civilization. He
places the preservation of the state and the rule of law as primary over the arelfarishes of

his constituents, even his daughitetaw to be, and his own soneHbecomes a caricature of the
individualism which drives the stratified patriarclgven when it becomes clear via a messenger
that his will opposes the gofhe natural order of thingd)e still refuses to relent (Sophocles

756 7647). In his failure to recognize his own fallibility befatiene runs out, he causes the

death of his son, as well as Antigoitere he future generation of leadership is destroyed by the

arrogance of theamtemporarydemagogueMetaphorically the state is destroyasiwell.
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(groups which are not of the dominant paradey® more heavily targeted) the service of
plutocratic fervor. Capitalism is a system which is predicatedforite growth in a world of
finite resources. Common knowledge suggests that it is not only harmful to the constituents of
states whiclemploy it (via the reduction of autonomy axpansion of inequity), but also that it
presents greater existential threat to humanity as a whole (climate cramwar are
example¥ Despite thiknowledgeour society has become ideologically rigid in the same
fashion aour GreceRoman forefatheraNe cannot imagine a formulation of society which
reduces the qualities of Capitalism which are corrosive, without demonizing these ideas as
anarchic, or communist.HE mental map of realitwhich we have constructed our modern
society upon is fatally flawed@nd we find ourselves trapped viitta selfdefeating paradox
which recalls that of Romulus Augustus and Creon of Antigdhe Promethean flame of
civilization was nearly snuffedutafter the fall oRome during the dark ages because the
dominant paradigm of antiquity was unsustainable vemdan clearly see thdte dominant
paradigm of modernity is unsustainabkewell It is within this context that we must ask

ourselves, are we capable of learning from history, or are we doomed to repeat it?
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